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The Development Law Service has been thinking about how to legislate for and regulate the access to and use of 

freshwater resources for decades, reflecting evolving paradigms over time.  This is a collection of all its publications 

related to water law, which we hope may be of complementary interest to the AQUALEX user.

For more information on FAO legal publications or comments, please contact: LEGN Chief at LEGN-Chief@fao.org.
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Manual para la formulación de reglamentos 
nacionales para la gestión de recursos hídricos

2011

Modern water rights - Theory and practice#92 

2006

Law for water management: a guide to concepts and 
effective approaches #101 

2009

Integrated coastal management law - Establishing and 
strengthening national legal frameworks for integrated 
coastal management #93 

 2006

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/e0561860-60d8-59e3-bccd-
8537bf340da1 

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/a3201b76-6082-5c25-b4e5-
66c854cbd43b 

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/c2400b7f-dff8-5f79-aed3-
1d7c6ba5e690 

The right to water for food and agriculture#113

2020

Creating legal space for water user organizations: 
transparency, governance and the law #100 

 2009

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/CA8248EN

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/c98b8fe9-9b4d-553d-95dc-
193f96a5e98d

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/fa6f6560-a1b5-53c4-89bc-
73546fd80f6f

   LEGISLATIVE STUDIES
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Land and water: the rights interface#84 

2004

Legislation on water users' organizations: A 
comparative analysis#79 

2003

Preparing national regulations for water resources 
management: Principles and practice#80 

2003

Water rights administration. Experience, issues and 
guidelines#70 

2001

www.fao.org/publications/card/es/c/fc3e5722-116b-553f-91de-
4de0def0c4b0/

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/cb8fcc11-93bc-5aec-9bdd-
876d580c39ca

https://www.fao.org/3/x9419e/x9419e00.htm

Groundwater in international law. Compilation of 
treaties and other legal instruments #86 

2005

Administración de derechos de agua: Experiencias, 
asuntos relevantes y lineamientos #81 

2003

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/9332b30d-f38c-5d04-92c3-
8d5831fadd69 

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/5f17b9f3-4764-5de0-a774-
ef3f5f756fd9 

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/22d6dad1-7c88-5470-84b8-
db695a3dd0f2
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Issues in water law reform#67 

2012

Treaties concerning the non-navigational uses of 
international watercourses - Africa #61 

1997

Sources of international water law #65 

1998

Treaties concerning the non-navigational uses of 
international watercourses – Asia 

1994

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/e9721f9b-9cad-5c98-81c0-
c9f7e2af0bbe/

www.fao.org/3/W7414B/W7414B00.htm

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/0b9819fd-91c1-44ef-b5e2-
33099c49895a

Elaboration des reglementations nationales 
de gestion des ressources en eau: Principes et 
pratiques#69 

1999

Política y Legislación de Aguas en el Istmo 
centroamericano (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras) 
#64 

1998

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/X2831F

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/X1104E/

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/W8926S
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Treaties concerning the non-navigational uses of 
international watercourses - Europe#50 

1993

The freshwater-maritime interface: legal and 
institutional aspects #46 

1990

Les périmètres irrigués en droit comparé africain 
(Madagascar, Maroc, Niger, Sénégal, Tunisie) #48 

1992

International groundwater resources law #40 

1986

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/5bbf0966-af00-5cb8-9bf7-
d5404644cd3f

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/f0a158f0-49ab-5481-aeed-
1d20023961d6 

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/f27298c2-dd4a-515c-9467-
9ecbaeff57d2

Readings in African customary water law/ Anthologie 
du droit coutumier de l'eau en Afrique #58 

1996

Preparing national regulations for water resources 
management - Principles and practices #52 

1994

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/W0046B 

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/T0392T/

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA3671EN/
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Water law in selected European countries Vol. II 
(Cyprus, Finland, the Netherlands, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia)#30 

1983

Water law in selected African countries #17 

1980

Water legislation in South American countries #19 

1983

The law of international water resources#23 

1980

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/9a294ad4-a5fa-5de4-b32a-
d7993e8db9aa/

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/AK454EN

www.fao.org/3/ak459E/ak459E.pdf

Systematic index of international water resources 
treaties, declarations, acts and cases, by basin. Vol. II 
#34 

1984

Irrigation users' organizations in the legislation and 
administration of certain Latin American countries#24 

1983

www.fao.org/documents/card/fr/c/2f65e526-870d-5236-ac48-
7c704bc2b82e/ 

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/eff22e1c-9b61-5625-914c-
6955112878d7/

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/4a954d17-5848-5005-8cfa-
cfbd57b385b8
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Systematic index of international water resources 
treaties, declarations, acts and cases by basin Vol. 
I#15 

1978  

Legislación de aguas en América Central, Caribe y 
México. Vol. 1#08 

1975

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/176f61a6-1c17-56a6-a7dd-
6d2ddccf6c0d 

Water law in selected European countries (Belgium, 
England and Wales, France, Israel, Italy, Spain and 
Turkey) Vol. 1#10 

1979

Legal and institutional responses to growing water 
demand #14 

1977

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/71c8ace7-8a7b-5388-8921-
5e632bbe8d8f

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/465eecf4-45b4-5245-bf0e-
68e58aba4cd8/ 

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/10d02849-4472-5e0e-9b07-
c01b5997c9fc
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Manual para la formulación de reglamentos 
nacionales para la gestión de recursos hídricos 

2011

Guião para a integração da perspectiva de género na 
legislação relativa a terra e águas em Angola, Cabo 
Verde e Moçambique 

2011

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/c98b8fe9-9b4d-553d-95dc-
193f96a5e98d

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/3cdc37dd-11af-4610-882f-
61cf7a2b8b76

     LEGAL GUIDES

Creating legal space for water user organizations: 
transparency, governance and the law 

2009

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/fa6f6560-a1b5-53c4-89bc-
73546fd80f6f

Legislation for sustainable water user associations 

2007

Integrated coastal management law - Establishing 
and strengthening national legal frameworks for 
integrated coastal management 

2006

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/dfb3661c-5904-43b2-bbe8-
9ad311f7b8ffù

www.fao.org/3/a0863e/a0863e.pdf

Administración de derechos de agua: Experiencias, 
asuntos relevantes y lineamientos 

2003

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/22d6dad1-7c88-5470-84b8-
db695a3dd0f2
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Preparing national regulations for water resources 
management: Principles and practice 

2003

Aqua-culture regulatory frameworks: Trends and 
initiatives in national aquaculture legislation #91 

2013

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/fc3e5722-116b-553f-91de-
4de0def0c4b0 www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/58cc4793-1559-4dfb-980b-

1e6925bec015

     LEGAL PAPERS

Schéma analytique de la législation nationale des 
ressources en eau du Burkina Faso#67 

1978  

Customary water rights and contemporary water 
legislation: Mapping out the interface#76 

2008

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/7bc1d1ed-9847-4ac8-ac0e-
51079967612b

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/634864a3-5892-4414-8d9c-
0b738188b707
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The interface between customary and statutory water 
rights - A statutory perspective#45 

2005

Cadre juridique international et national de 
protection des mangroves#53 

2006

Land and water - the rights interface#36 

2004

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/519ea210-6a0d-432d-8787-
6c42f7427270

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/9a19b8ca-e8c6-4951-995c-
6270ae120b2a

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/5f17b9f3-4764-5de0-a774-
ef3f5f756fd9

Reforma agraria y evolución del marco jurídico del 
agua en Chile#59 

2006

www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/519ea210-6a0d-432d-8787-
6c42f7427270

Legislation Governing Shrimp Aquaculture: Legal 
Issues, National Experiences And Options#18 

2001  

Water as a Vehicle for Inter-state Cooperation: A Legal 
Perspective#32 

2003

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/0d39303f-71ab-4cce-b6f1-
6196a06de125

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/929b3875-d449-43db-921b-
8ec0f2be6321
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National Regulations for Groundwater: Options, 
Issues and Best Practices#05 

1999

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/a9cb8a70-7110-4d75-afe8-
67a7bb8293c0

Establishing a Water Abstraction Scheme: Issues and 
Options#09 

2000

www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/efc7cc3e-99e4-47b0-87fc-
9d17e503cd56


